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Editorial

Here is the first issue of the AMCAP Journal developed by the
new editorial staff. We are excited about the articles and are sure
you will find them alternatively inspiring, interesting or useful. We
had originally hoped to have the entire issue devoted to the theme
of "adult children of alcoholics," by publishing some of the best
talks of the spring convention. But alas, we have been able to
obtain, by this time, only two of the addresses: Brother Featherstone's and the Lee, Kobayashi, and Adams article. Brother
Featherstone's talk is a classic. I have returned to it several times
in teaching my Book of Mormon class at BYU and my high priest
quorum. It is particularly good on the point that we need not be
the product of our environment. The Lee, Kobayashi, Adams
article is a model of the high standard of research scholarship we
would like to foster for the Journal. We have included two other
fine manuscripts not presented at the convention but which are
related to the theme. These articles have successfully hurtled the
review process which was implemented to ensure the quality we
have come to expect from the journal. Brother ZoBell's article on
using the Book of Mormon in therapy is an excellent example of
how a practitioner has been able to apply the scriptures to his
work as a therapist in the LDS Social Services setting. Finally, the
last article by Brother Judd and his colleagues has given us
something many of us have been waiting for for a long time: some
additional experimental testing of Brother Terry Warner's work on
"self deception." Those of you who have followed Brother
Warner's work will find this article interesting indeed.
By this time in the process of getting out an issue of the
Journal, I have gained tremendous respect for the work previously
done by Burton Kelly. I now know first hand why sometimes
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issues have been a little slow in being released. And I know why
Burton has added to the quality of the Journal so much. It has
been a lot of good sense; hard, and sometimes unacknowledged
volunteer work; and patience. We really owe him a debt of
gratitude for his years of service, and for his contribution to the
"professionalization" of the Journal.
When I accepted this position I committed to getting issues out
more regularly. Thus we have a relatively small issue-but the
articles are very good. Please send us your comments, inquiries,
or rejoinders to any of these articles. We will be delighted to hear
from you.
At least part of the next issue of the journal will be dealing
with a little heat over the topic of whether or not we should have
a "Mormon theory of counseling." This topic has resulted partly
from a letter to the editor and partly from Clyde Parker's presidential address at the fall convention. We will have Brothers
Clyde Parker and Allan Westover expressing the two poles of that
position. It should be stimulating to all of us.
As always, we invite your submission of manuscripts and enlist
your encouragement of manuscripts from others.
Many thanks to each of the authors and the reviewers for
sharing their time and talents.
Paul F. Cook, Editor
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LEITER TO THE EDITOR

D

ear Editor:

When we read our article, "Homosexuality: Getting Beyond the
Therapeutic Impasse," published in issue number 1 of Volume 13
of the AMCAP Journal (987), we realized that it included
numerous editorial changes which we had not known of or
approved. It was unfortunate that, in several instances, these
modifications changed the meaning we had intended to convey.
Below are clarifications that we believe need to be made.
1. p. 37, third line from the bottom: "homosexuals have persisted

in same-sex orientation" should have read "homosexuals' samesex orientation has persisted." The former implies a measure
of conscious, willful volition and choice which we would in no
way imply.
2. p. 41, seventh and eighth lines from the top: "his or her samesex parent" should read "its same-sex parent." We are not
stating that these particular pathological family relationships
apply to lesbians, as this change would indicate.
3. p. 42, last sentence in paragraph 7: "This attraction underscores
their sense of differentness and inferiority, rather than developing a sense of their unity, sameness and mutual competence"
should read "their sense of differentness and inferiority is thus
underscored, rather than a sense of their unity, sameness, and
mutual competence." The "attraction" has no place in the idea
we are trying to present here.
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4. p. 42, last sentence in paragraph 11: "This is often followed by
increased homosexual activity and the conclusion that they are
homosexual" should read "this is often followed by the
conclusion that they are homosexual and increased homosexual
activity." Self-labeling precedes an increase in homosexual
activity.
5. p. 51, second sentence in the last paragraph: "the urge to love
and relate" should read "the urge to become through loving
and relating." It is the urge to become, the striving to realize
one's identity, that is the power behind compulsive homosexual
behavior. It is much more than just an urge to love.
6. p. 61, first line in paragraph 11: "sexual" should read "social."
The need to avoid homosexual sexual relations should be
obvious; what is less obvious is that for change to occur,
homosexual social relating also needs to be avoided.
7. A change in the next to last paragraph on page 38 indicated an
organizational structure that did not exist. It should read: "In
the following discussion, six specific erroneous perspectives
will be noted, along with a brief consideration of positions
believed to be more conducive to the modification of homosexual orientation and behavior." Also, we wrote, "It is here
suggested that there have been misperceptions.... " We were
presenting ideas for consideration, not firm conclusions.
Thank you very much for your adding these clarifications.
Thomas E. Pritt
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Reply

First, my deep and sincere apology to Tom and Ann Pritt for
these significant errors. After I edit articles, copy editors also do
some fine-tune editing. Sometimes, in the attempt to improve
communication or style, meaning changes are unwittingly
introduced. Consequently, I have always reviewed all modifications for possible changes in meaning. Very regrettably, I missed
the important meaning changes Tom has pointed out. I did note
change #6, but somehow the copy was changed after my review
and was effected without any marking on the review copy. This,
however, does not excuse the errors. Again my apology to the
authors and also to all readers of the article who may have been
unfortunately misled.
Burton C. Kelly

